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Rules for 2011 Candidates Forum


DEFINITION 

A Candidates Forum is any event sanctioned by the Elections Committee, including, but not limited to: Fall Planning, State Sporting Events, and District Meetings. Chapters wishing to host a Candidates Forum shall request approval from the Elections Committee Chairman no more than twelve (12) days in advance and said chapter shall make proper notice available to all chapters within the organization, via email or U.S. postal service. Events shall also be posted to the state website within ten (10) days of event. An Elections Committee Representative must be present at the event. 

QUESTION SUBMITTAL 

1. At the beginning of the meeting, attendees will be encouraged to submit questions they would like asked of the candidates running for any office—indicating on the question form whether the question is to be directed to a Presidential or a specific Vice Presidential candidate, and indicating either a specific programming area or a general question for all candidates. 

2. If more than one question is submitted by an individual attendee, we request that the attendee indicate the priority of each of his/her questions as follows: 

a. The question that he/she most wants asked; 

b. The second most important question to be asked; etc. 

c. If there are only a few questions submitted, each of the questions may be asked. However if a large number of questions are submitted, only the number one (#1) question will be eligible for selection. 

PROCEDURES 

1. At the beginning of the Candidates Forum, the Elections Committee Representatives will review the list of members who have announced their candidacy for office of the Maryland Jaycees for the 2011 administrative year. 

2. The Elections Committee Representatives will ask if there are any members present who would like to announce their candidacy for an office of the Maryland Jaycees for the 2011 year. 

3. The Elections Committee Representatives will call for any additional questions to be asked of the candidates. 

4. Each Presidential candidate will be given up to 10 minutes for an introduction by a member of their choosing from the host District and to give a speech to the members present. 

5. Each Vice President candidate will be given up to 6 minutes for an introduction by a member of their choosing from the host District/chapter and to give a speech to the members present. 

6. If the need arises a member of the Election Committee may introduce a candidate. 

7. In the case of a contested race, the order in which the candidates speak will be determined by the flip of a coin. This will be done by the Elections Committee Representatives prior to the meeting. 

8. In the case of uncontested races, the floor will be opened for up to four (4) questions from the audience for which the candidate will be permitted up to two (2) minutes to present an answer for each question. 

9. In the case of contested races, four (4) questions will be drawn at random to be asked of each candidate as follows: 

a. The candidate who spoke first will draw the first question. 

b. The moderator will read the question to that candidate who will be given up to two (2) minutes to answer the question. 

c. The moderator will read the same question to the other candidate who will be given up to two (2) minutes to present an answer. 

d. The candidate who last spoke will then draw the next question and the process will continue as above until a total of four (4) questions have been asked of each candidate. 

The Election Committee reserves the right to waive or revise these rules as necessary to ensure that the Candidates Forum is fair and equitable to all candidates. Such determinations shall be at the sole discretion of the Elections Committee Representatives present at the Candidates Forum. 
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